Coastal birds ofthe North Sea

species and gulls, which are mare.
aggressive lowards predators.

Diet: fish (herring, sprat, lesser and
greater sandeel).

Present: summer.

Distribution: Belgian coast, Wadden
Sea area (big colony on the island of
Griend), Schleswig Holstein, Danish

Islands.

Great Black-backed Gull  Lat Larus marivus Threats: hunted in West Africa
Largest gull species in the werld, UK GREAT BLACK-8ACKED GuLL ::L';::m:;‘"ﬂ:;:c\:h:‘:ﬂs.
with a wing span of 170 cm. NL  GROTEAANTILNEZUW Y .

i and istic,  DE

its diet consists of fish (discards),

adult and young birds, eggs, small DX SYARTIAG
mammals (rabbits, lemmings, rats

and mice), insects and marine inver-

tebrates (crustaceans, molluscs).

They also steal foad from other birds
{e.g. ducks and cormorants).
—

Present: year round.

Distribution: breeds in Schleswig
Holstein and along the Danish coast
and disperses in winter along other
coasts.

Threats: hunted for sport in
Denmark, offshore wind farms.

Impartant migration route

BELGIUM

Razorbill Lat Aicxrosoa
Pursuit divers that use theirwingsto UK Razosmie
“My' under water, In the air they flap -
their wings so fast that they can't be
seen with the naked eye. DE  Tompais

DK Awx

Diet: feeds on fish and crustaceans,
amongst ather prey, diving as deep
a5 120 m.

Present: winter,

Distribution: offshare along entire
area. Rarely seen from the mainland.

Threats: overfishing, climate
change, affshore wind farms.

Lots of birds use the coastal zone
This poster highlights 16 species that are often found along the Belgian, Dutch, German and Danish North
Sea coasts. The tern species come all the way from Africa to breed and raise their chicks on our coasts.
Other species (e.g. Common Guillemot, Common Scoter and Razorbill) breed further north and spend the
winter along the southern coast of the North Sea and beyond. There are also species that can be found in
the area all year round.
The species on this poster only represent a small number of bird species that can be seen along the coast.
Many more species use the coastal area to migrate from South to North and vice versa, For example wa-
ders (long-legged birds that forage in the intertidal areas) migrate along the coast in large numbers and
species such as the Sanderling are regularly seen along the beaches.

Threats
* Oil pollution: oil spills make the feathers of seabirds stick and d ys their
Birds usually swallow oil in their efforts to clean themselves, and die as a result.

ting: hunting can seriously reduce populati Eggs are also collected.

* Marine litter: fishing debris and other rubbish affects over 44% of seabird species worldwide through
entanglement and ingestion. Plastic items at sea are mistaken for food and accidently eaten. Birds also
become entangled in discarded fishing nets, ropes and packing materials, causing a risk of drowning.

* Offshore wind farms: there is a risk of collision with turbine blades and birds avoid areas with wind farms
resulting in the loss of foraging areas.

* Habitat loss: land coastal and
able habitat for birds.

» Disturbance: human activities (recreational and economic) can scare birds off. Resulting in avoidance of
otherwise suitable areas and failure of nests.

succession reduce the available suit-

wery little space between the nests. DE  BRANDSEESCHWALDD
Often nests together with othertern  pi  Sporreene

Red-throated Diver Lot Gava srectara
Most common diver along North Sea UK Rep-THROATED Diver »
coast (October to May). In the past Roon:
this species was also called the ‘rain : . A
goost’, because people believed it DE STERNTAUCHER
could predict the weather. DK Roosrauset Low Common Gull (i it s
Diet: predominantty fish, but also ml;::!:‘lleni:qnll. But smaller, UK Common Gut
crustaceans. ck eyes giving a mare en-
- dearing impression. Often breedsin ML STORMMEEUW
Present: winler. o colanies. DE  Sruemmiwe
Distribution: winters in southern Di B oK
North Sea and beyond. = insects, aquatic and temrestrial in-
- wertebrates, crayfish, molluscs and
Threats: ofl pollution, offshore wind -
: small fish. The species often scaven-
farms, disturbance, by-catch, ’} sy
- Present: year round.
Distribution: found regularly
throughout the region.
Threats: (marine) litter, habitat loss,
Sandwich Tern Lat  STERNA SANDVICENSIS di i
sturbance, overfishing, by-catch,
Easy to recognize in summer by UK  Sawowick Tean LAY ST, Y cas
its black crest. They are very so-
«chal and nest in large colondes with o S

Great Cormorant Lat  PHALACROCORAX CARBO
Cormorants spend a lot of time UK GREAT CORMORANT
fishing and have evolved the habit
of speeding up the drying of their Lo CAEEL

plumage by standing in a very cha- ~ DE  Kommoraw
racteristic posture with their wings  px Swamy
spread out to dry.

DENMARK

Diet: fish,
Present: year round.
Distribution: throughout the region.

Threats: hunting,

GERMANY

THE NETHERLANDS

Velvet Scoter Lat  MELANITTA FUSCA
Migrates offshore along the coast, UK Vrever Scoree
olten in company with Common L .
Scoter. Berx

DE  Samrewre

Diet: shellfish (mussels and 0K Fansand

cockles), crabs.
Prosent: winter,
Distribution: mainly Danish coast,

Threats: oil pollution, hunting,
offshore wind farms, overfishing.
bry-catch.

» Overfishing: unsustainable harvest of fish and shellfish causes food shortages for birds.
* By-catch: many birds are accidently caught in fishing nets, where they drown.
= Climate change: rising water levels cause flooding of nests and breeding failure.

Legal protection
All birds in the North Sea are protected by law through a number of international legal instruments and
national legislation in the coastal states.

Key international instruments are:

* The EU Birds Directive that protects all species of birds naturally occurring in marine areas falling within
the jurisdiction of the coastal states that are EU members.

= The ELl Habitats Directive that establishes the ecological network of protected areas known as Natura
2000, which includes all sites designated for birds under the Birds Directive. Many Important Bird Areas in
this part of the North Sea have been designated as protected areas, but some have yet to be designated.

* The EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive that requires the adoption of dedicated measures for the
conservation of seabirds. It also requires mitigation of threats posed to seabirds as part of the broader
prog; of to achieve imp in the | status of the marine environment.

= The EU Commen Fisheries Policy that plays a crucial role in the reduction of negative impacts of fishing
activities on seabirds, including seabird bycatch. An Action Plan has been developed to reduce incidental
catches of seabirds in fishing gear and minimize seabird bycatch to levels which are as low as practically
possible.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature
www.birdlife.org/worldwide /p [seabirds-and-mari;
www.birdlife.org/datazone/species

Common Guillemot L

Little Gull Lal  LARUS MNUTUS
Smallest gull in Europe, less vocal UK Lirrue Guet
than ather gull species. MR erarosaxtee
Diet: mainly freshwater insects. In DE  ZweRGMOWE
winter also small fish and marine
fverizbrates, DK Dvercmdse
Present: speing and autumn.
Distribution: during migration
periads common throughout the
‘ region.
- Threats: marine litter, oil pollution.
-
Lesser Black-backed Gull st Lerusruscus
Breeds in colonles along coastsand UK Lessee BLack-Backen Guit
lakes. Most birds migrate to Iberia
and Africa for the winter, Closely - FLEINE MANTELMEEUW
related to the Herring Gull. DE  Mrmncsmiwe
DK Suoemdse
wide variety of plant and ani-
mal matter. They fish for sandeels
and often fallow fishing vessels to
feed on discards. Usually forages
further out at sea than the Herring
Gull,
Present: mainly summer,
Distribution: breeds in entire area,
in winter small numbers along
Belgian coast and Delta area.
Threats: hunted in Denmark and at
winbering sites in Africa, offshore
wind farms, marine litter.
Great Crested Grebe Lt pooicers carstarus
Spends the winter in large groups at UK GReAT CRESTED GREBED
sea and more dispersed inland. L Four

Diet: predominantly fish, alsa crus- DE  HAUBENTAUCNER

m
T DK ToPFPET LAPPEDYKKER

Present: winter.

Distribation: Dutch, German and
Danizh coasts.

Threats: oil pollution, by-catch.

—_— e
Common Tern Lat  STERNA MIRUNDO =
Breeds in colonies and spends the UK Common Tern A .
winter i Africa. In Dutch they are
called fish thief, which efersto v V'S0
their fishing technique. They dive DE  FLUSSSEESCHWALBE
from the air and rapidly grabsmall — px  fororeawe
fish out of the water.
Diet: small fish (e.g. sandeels).
Present: summer.
Distribution: Belgium - Texel and
Schleswig Holstein- Danish Islands.
Threats: hunted on its wintering
grounds, habitat loss, disturbance,
climate change.
Common Eider Lat  SOMATERIA MOLLISSIMA
Eiders produce the world's best UK Common Eioge
quality down feathers. Females use
them to line their nests. The dawn - EIPEREEND
feathers are collected as filling DE  Eworeente
for duvets and pillows, Chicks are DK  EpERFUGL
raised in criches.
Diet: shellfish (mainly mussels),
small cral

Present: year round.

Distribution: stays close to the
coast, Wadden Sea area and tidal
inlets between islands.

Threats: oil pollution, hunted at
breeding grounds, masine (itter,
disturbance, overfishing, by-catch.

Herring Gull Lat LARUS ARGENTATUS
Probably the best known gull spe- UK Herming Guit
cies. This gull has excellent fying
siills, and can even be seenfora. |- 2/IVERMEEUW
ging along the coast during storms. DE  Sioremdwe
Breeds in colonies along the coast. DK Sowmdes

Diet: highly opportunistic feeder,
Fish, earthworms, crabs, marine
invertebrates, adult birds and eggs.
Also scavenges at refuse dumps
and often seen following fishing
boats. Forages relatively close 1o
the coast.

Present: year round,

Distribution: common troughout
the region

Threats: oil pollution, hunted in
Denmark, (marine] litter.

Arctic Tern Lat  STERNA PARADISAEA
This species has the longest known UK Aecric Traw
migration route, They winter in the
Antarctic and fly each year to the o LR
Horth Sea and around the Arctic DE  KOsrewseescuwatse
Ocean to breed. In total they make DK HAVTERNE
an annual round trip of up Lo 35,000
Kilometres!

The Arctic Tern breeds in colonies al-
ang the coast and is often confused
with the Common Tern because the
twa species look very similar.

Diet: small fish (¢.g. sandeels), also
shrimps and small crabs.

Present: summer.

Distribution: Dutch islands untill
Danish coast In small numbers.,

Threats: habitat loss, overfishing,
climate change.

MELANITTA NIGRA

Common Scoter N
Spends the winter in focks at sea UK Common ScoTer
which may be huge. The Comman WL
Scoter male is the only completely
black duck. They dive as deep as. DE  TRAUERENTE
2om to collect their food. At this DK Sortano
depth it Is teo dark to see; they find
their food by feeling with their sen-
sitive bill.

Dist: shellfish (especially spisula -
surf elams). They swallow the shells
whole and crush them with their
strong stomach muscles.

LWARTE ZEE-LEND

Present: winter,
Distribution: Dutch islands to the
Danish coast, stays further offshore.

Threats: oil pollution, hunting,
offshore wind farms, disturbance,
overfishing.

Ueia anLce

Excellent diver that easily reaches UK Comson GuitLEsOT
depths of 180 meters. WL Zrexoer ”

Dist: fish, including sandeelsand  DE  Teorreerumme » i
small species of cod and herring. - - - i w..-—.
Mainly forages during daylight.

DK Lowmvie

Present: winter.

Distribution: winters offshore along
entire area, mostly seen during or
after starms.

Threats: oil pallution, by-catch, cli-
malte change, offshore wind farms.
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